DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

nor was there any thought of his being allowed to
see her. He had spent his long vacation this summer
in a tour through Canada and the United States and
General Bruce was afraid that his huge popularity
there had made him sadly conceited. So immediately
on his return he was sent back to Oxford, where
among more studious and gifted youths he would
learn his level.

Six months had elapsed now since Ascot Week and
at the end of November, according to plan. Prince
Louis was bidden to Windsor again, with just such
an intention as that for which Prince Frederick of
Prussia had been bidden to Balmoral, and one
evening he asked Princess Alice to marry him. They
went together to the parents, and, with many em-
braces, the engagement was permitted. But the young
couple were told that the marriage could not take
place for over a year yet, for so long a postponement
seemed to the Queen a reasonable delay, though she
herself had married after a three months' engagement.
It was in vain that Louis begged for a remission of
part of this sentence. The Prince Consort only told
him that he was making a great mistake in wishing
" to curtail the fairest moments of his life."

The Queen's desire not to part with her daughter
was at the root of the prolongation of these fair
moments, but she was immensely pleased at the
thought of having Louis, eventually, as a son-in-
law. She found him good, amiable, honest, modest
warm-hearted, high principled and " unassuming.5*
It was " as if he was one of our own children," and
it brought sunshine to her home to see the two young
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